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HE following Sheets are 
; * intended, chiefly, as an 
Introduction to ſome Experi- 
ments now making, in order to 
aſcertain the various Injuries ſuſ- 
tained by the UxxTHRA from an 
improper Uſe of Injections. And 
the Author will think himſelf 
very much obliged to thoſe Gen- 
tlemen of the Faculty, who are in 
Poſſeſſion of any morbid Parts, 
reſpecting the preſent ſubjeQ, if 
they will favor him with a Sights 0 
of ſuch Preparations, i 
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CONSIDERATIONS, &. 


IAM led to believe, as well from 

my oven obſervations,” as from the 
concurring teſtimony of my medical 
friends, that diſorders of the URxTRHAA 
are growing every day more and more 
common. To what cauſe the fre- 
quency of ſuch complaints may owe 
its origin, has ſeemed to me an in- 
quiry of no little importance; I have 
therefore ventured to lay my thoughts 
on that ſubject before the public, who 
will at leaſt regard the deſign with 


© 


Ct 2 ] 
| candor, however they may ſee occa- 
ſion to condemn the execution of it. 

Much has been ſaid, both for and 
x gainſt the uſe of injections in the cure 
of the virulent Gonorrhœa. Many 
of the advocates for this mode of practice 
declaring it, on the one hand, to be 
the only rational one; whilſt others 
have pronounced it as poſitively to he - 
pernicious in all cafes, and likely to 
be productive of the moſt dreadful 
wind TE s 

Prejudiees, of whatſoever kind they 
may be, are not eafily removed. I 
have often thought, and the- inquiries 
which I have taken ſome ' pains to 
make have now corroborated that o- 
pinion, that very much miſchief has 
been produced, by a too free uſe of 
injections; whether exhibited with a 
r LE 1 pre- 


tal 

preventive! or curative intention: but 
that I, ſhould. therefore ſay, every li- 
quor thrown up the Urethra muſt pro- 
duce; miſchief, would be abfurd indeed. 
Three fourths of the good old wo- 
men of this kingdom have, for ages 
back, been in poſſeſſion of ſome in- 
fallible remedy for ſore eyes; or ſome 
wonderful charms for the ;ague and 
tooth-ach, Injections for the Gonor- 
rhœa are now- a · days almoſt as plenti- 
ful, and perhaps, I may add, almoſt 
as infallible ; but the charms of the old 
ladies had this at leaſt to recommend 
them, that, if they did their patients no 
good, they were not likely to do much 
hurt: not ſo the collyria; but theſe have 
generally been applied with ſome ſmall 
degree of fear and caution, under. the 
belief that the eye was a tender part, 
B 2 and 
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and one that would not bear to be 


tampered with. Oculifts may poſſibly 
deem this an unprofitable doctrine; but 
the blindeſt of their patients will ſee 
the juſtneſs of the obſer vation. I ſin- 
cerely wiſh the ſame notion had always 
prevailed with reſpe& to the Urethra. 

I think it might have been enter- 
tained with en ra in both 
caſes. 

An injection, well timed, and 40. 
ciouſly adapted, may often have its uſe; 
but I am fully perſuaded, that a fre- 
quent repetition, or long eontinuance, 
of almoſt any injection whatſoever will 
be hurtful to the Urethra. 12 ot 

General poſitions, without proofs, 
ought to carry but little weight with 
them. In the preſent caſe ſuch proofs 
ſeemed particularly neceſſary, to ſupport 

ain 


LEFT. -- 
an opinion, which, as it oppoſed a fa. 
vorite and faſhionable practice, was the 
leſs likely to be heard — _ degree 
& attention. 

Every one, who has be at the 
trouble of looking much into the ſub- 
jest, muſt know, what an infinite va- 
riety of injections have been recom- a 
mended as {pectfic cures for the Gonor- 
rhœa; and many of them too, in ſuch 
terms of aſſurance, that, until repeated 
trials had proved the fallacy of them, 


they might ſeem to es che n | 3. 
ter they RET we Pe! | 1 
Prophylactic en alſo, bb gh 2 


not nearly ſo numerous at the thera- 
peutic, have at different times had their 
warmeſt adyocates. If we were really 
in poſſefſion of any ſuch remedies as * 
We: prevent the diſeaſe, it would ſu- 


perſede 
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perſede the neceſſity of ſpeaking as to 
its cure, but this I fear is n no means 
the caſe. gp 144458 Mas fx 8 


Amongſt the vary 8 of | 
a more modern date, the xivium ſa- 


bonarimum has been very highly ſpoken 
of; and is ſtill vended in this town, 
1 am told, under different forms, as 
an infallible noſtrum for the purpoſe 
above-mentioned. Sed caveat, Emplor. 
What degree of prophylactic virtue 
might reſide in the cauſtic Alcali, I could 
not pretend to determine; but that it 
did not deſerve the character given of 
it, I had very ſoon occaſion to obſerve: 
that it was not an effectual preventive 
againſt the venereal poiſon, I had ſoon 
ſufficient proof ; and I could not help 
thinking it a very improper medicine 
to be * into the urinary canal. 
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T-entertained the fame ſuſpicions with 
regard to many other injections 
which I had reaſon to believe were in 
daily uſe for the cure of the Gonor- 
rhœa. Among theſe, a very princi- 
pal one was a ſolution of the *mercu- 
vius corroſious ſublimatus. A ſolution 
of the ærugo æris has by different per- 
ſons been recommended as an excellent 


injection for the ſpeedy cure of a Gonor- 


rhœa: I am told, it is at this time a 
favorite remedy with a phyſician of this 
town, who uſes it rubbed down' with 
ol. oliv. The ſame medicine, diſſolved 
b. falis ammon. cum calce, and af- 
terwards diluted, was long handed 
about as a precious ſecret for the fame 
purpoſe ; and was made public ſome 
months ſince, in a little eſſay on the 


cure of the venereal Gonorrhœa though... 
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the agua ſapphirina, recommended by 
Quincy more than half a century ago, 
muſt ſurely be juſt as efficacious. 

It would be endleſs to enumerate the 
very many remedies of this ſort, that 
have been held in high eſteem by par- 
ticular practitioners: a work as tedious 
as unneceſſary. Suffice it to ſay, that 
out of the, numbet which have come 
to my knowledge, I ſelected a few, of 
what I judged to be the principal ones ; 
and was defirous of making myſelf ac- 
quainted with their effects upon the 
Urethra, by fair experiments. I hope, 
J ſhall ſtand excuſed to my friends, 
that I have not made them the ſubjects 
of ſuch trials. Docs have been my 
principal patients in this way, and a 
moſt unruly ſet I have found them. 
The penis caninus is by no means fo 


fa- 


ls] 
favorable in its ſtructure for making 
experiments upon, ab the human : in 
what. teſpects they differ from each 
other, E ſhall take occaſion to remark 
when 1 lay the teſult of my experi- 
ments before the public; which I am 
not at preſent prepared, to do, as 1 
find I have cut out a much larger 
Work for myſelf, than I had formed 
any idea of. It is one however, though 
attended with, very much trouble, that 
1 propoſe. to proſecute with all the at- 
tention that 1s conſiſtent with my other 
8 „dito vim £5bi i 
At a time when, the uſe of mischen 
is. ſo much i in vogue, a word againſt 
them may be dangerous; but I am of 
opinion, that I ſhall, produce, at a pro- i 
per ſeaſon, ſuch proofs of the miſchiefs 
occaſioned by many of them, that it 
5 C will 
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will not be ſaid L have been merely 
reviving the old cry againſt them, 
without ſufficient reaſon; but that the 
following obſervations ou the ſubject 
have been founded upon facts In 
making theſe eee I hardly 
need obſerve,” that my attention his 
been directed ſolely to the effects pro- 
duced by the infetted liquors upon the 
Urethra itſelf, and the neigtibouritiy 
parts. How far the conſtitutibn may 
at any time ſuffer from the uſe of 
them, is quite another confideration. 
This idea may poflibly occafion ſome 
modern writers upon the ſüibject of 
the virulent Gonorrheea to ſmile: 1 

+ ſhall however take the liberty of of- 

= fering a word or two on that head 
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Which has employed ſo great a num- 
ber of pens, as the venereal. Va- 
rious modes of cure; have been inſti- 
tuted by various authors, according to 
the particular ideas they have formed 
of the diſeaſe; of the nature and qua- 
lities of the venereal poiſon. When 
the power of mercury had been ſut- 
ficiently proved in the cure of the 
Lues venerea, it was not unnatural at 
firſt to ĩmagine, that its ſalutary effects 
might be equally great in that of the 
Gonorrhaea : how long ſuch practice 
has been continued, and with what 
ſucceſs, it is unneceſſary for me to ſay. 

-- Sydenham, and, ſince his time, many 
others have regarded the running of 
the Gonorrhœa as a critical diſcharge. 
Boerhaave alſo thought his patients. free 

. from 
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from any danger of the Lues, ſo long 
as the running of a clap was kept up. 

The methods they took to effe& this 
are ſufficiently known. Aſtruc, ſpeak- 
ing of the venereal poiſon, ſays, it is 
of an inflammatory, corroſive,” coagu- 
lating, fixed, and probably of an acid 
or ſalſo- acid nature. Cockburn endea- 


— —yours to prove it an acid “ by chemi- 


cal experiments: others have declared 
the poiſon to be a lixivious volatile 
Alcali. Some have eſteemed the diſ- 
charge to be purulent; others have af- 
firmed that it poſſeſſes none of the pro- 
pertics of Pus; and n. have con- 


* From hence, 1 ſhould . imagined the 
thought firſt aroſe of trying the /izivium for 
the prevention of the diſeaſe, but that IJ am in- 
formed the gentleman who lays claim to the in- 
vention recommends the medicine with a dif- 
ferent deſign. 
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tented themſelves, without inquiring 
any further into its nature, with cal- 
ling it a virus ſui generis, againſt which 
perhaps they were poſſeſſed of ſome 
ſpecific remedy : but, however the nu- 
merous authors upon this ſubject may 
have differed in other reſpects, they 
have for the moſt part agreed in this 
particular; that the virus of the Go- 
norrhœa and Lues were ſo far of the 
ſame kind, as that an improper ma- 
nagement of the former would be like- 
ly to produce the latter diſeaſe. This 
point however has of late been diſ- 
puted; and it now ſeems a faſhionable 


doctrine, that the two diſeaſes are ſo 


diſtinct from, ſo independent upon each 
other, that a pox can never be induced 
from the ſuppreſſion of a Gonorrhcea. 
I know ſeveral of the faculty: who en- 
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14 
tertain this opinion; though I confeſs 
1 have never diſcovered the leaſt ſhadaw 
of reaſon in any argument they have 
brought in ſupport of it; a principal 
[ one that has been - made. uſe. of on this 
1 occaſion, is, that mercury, though a 
z ſpecific in the lues venerea, or confirmed 
pox, is never required in the cure of 
= the virulent Gonorrhœa; but that, on 
N | the contrary, it is prejudicial. What 
is this ſaying, but that mercury, though 
abſolutely neceſſary in the advanced 
ſtage of the diſeaſe, may be improper in 
the early, or inflammatory ſtate of it? 
But even in the confirmed pox'; how 
often do we find, that mercury itſelf 
increaſes the complaint; and we are 
obliged to refrain from the uſe of it 
tor a time, calling in the aſſiſtance of 
other remedies? Indeed it is found 
- to 
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to be the caſe with almoſt all the more 
powerful medicines; that the tniſ-tim- 
ing them has produced much miſchief; 
im none perhaps has this appeared mort 
| manifeft, than in that ſovereign drug 
the Bark. How ſerviceable, nay how 
indiſpenſably necefſary has it been found; 
in the declenſion of the ſame fever, in 
the earlier ſtage of which, the exhibi- 
tion of it might have proved fatal! 
and numberleſs inſtances of the fame 
kind, might, I doubt ee REE 
in the practice of phyſic. rac 
We are told e ue ns idnc 
grand characteriſtie property of tlie 
Lues venerea, that after its firſt appear- 
ance it will be continually growing 
worſe; that on the contrary, a Gonor- 
rhbœa will frequently run off, diſcharge 
itſelf without any aſſiſtance from me- 
7 | dicine, 
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dieine, and without cauſing any dif- 
turbance to the conſtitution. 
The firſt obſervation relative to the 
pox, though it will- not I think hold 
true univerſally, : niuſt/ be- nevertheleſs 
allowed to be ſo in the general; but 1 
much fear that any running from the 
Urethra. which may have terminated 
1o bappily: as they mention, has had 
nothing venereal in its nature. Mr. 
Cheſelden was of opinion (as he told a 
very worthy friend of mine) that not 
above three out of five of what were 
uſually termed claps, had any thing 
infectious in them. How far this might 
be true, I ſhall not pretend to ſay; 
but it certainly is not every diſcharge 
vbich puts on even ſuſpicious appear- 
ances that is venereal: it every now 
and then happens that men, married 
- as 


1 
af well as unmarricd, ſhall by an ovef« 
exertion of the parts bring on a tem- 
porary running z numbers of ſuch com- 
plaints have been cured under the de- 
nomination of venereal, which by no 
means deſerved the name, and ſome 
noftrum-mongers have gained the credit 
of performing in a few hours, what na- 
ture's ſelf would have accompliſhed in 
the fame ſpace of time. Such a diſ- 
charge as this, I think, better deſerves 
the appellation of Gonorrhaa ſpuria 
than that commonly fo called, which 
proceeds from the Corona Glandis, from 
what are named the * ſebaceous glands 


* We ate not able to diſcover, by the moſt 
minute injections, aſſiſted by the beſt glaſſes, any 
glandular ſtructure in this part; the ſmall pro- 
tuberances round the Corona Glandis being 
merely cluſters of the ſame villi with which the 
Clans Penis itſelf is overſpread. 
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or Glandule odorifere. But ſuppoſing 
we admit the fact, that the true vene- 
real Gonorrhea will ſometimes paſs off 
without the habit ſuſtaining any in- 


jury; what does it prove? Little 
more, I ſhould think, than that na- 


ture, unaſſiſted, ' and uninterrupted, 

is able to rid herſelf of an offending 
burthen; and, in this cafe, will carry 
off a venereal complaint in'the form 
of a clap, which. theſe gentlemen, 
with a little trouble, would have con- 
verted into a pox. The venereal run- 
ning can never appear more ftrongly 
in the light of a critical diſcharge, than 
under ſuch circumſtances, and ought : 
therefore to be a leflon againſt what 
Turner calls the poſt-haſte methods of 
r 8 
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But though the ſymptoms of a Go. 
norrbæa have been ever ſo mild, and 
though they ſhould have gone off, and 
diſappeared gradually; which I can 
readily admit they ſometimes may, with 
little or no medical aſſiſtance ; even 
under theſe circumſtances, which are 
the moſt favorable we can think of, 
the patient ought not to look upon 
himſelf as ſafe from the danger of a 
future attack. A very intimate friend 
of mine was exactly in this predica- 
ment. His diſcharge from the Urethra 
continued about fix weeks; but during 
the whole time it was attended with 
ſo little inconvenience or uneaſineſs, 
that he did not apply a ſingle remedy, 
either external or internal: the running 
abated by degrees, and at length total 
7 le vis however 
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was, his being attacked about four 
months after with venereal ſores upon 
the tonſils. This may ſerve to con» 
vince us too, that the doctrine gene- 
rally received, of the pocky virus firſt 
attacking the glands neareſt to the 
part where the infection is received, 
does not always hold true. Aſtrue 
ſpeaks of a diſorder of the eyes, which 
he calls the gonorrhoeal Ophthalma, as 
being ſometimes. the conſequence of a 
ſuppreſſed 'Gonorrhcea, though Ss no 


means a common diſeaſe. 


In a little eſſay on the cure of the 
venereal Gonorrhœa publiſhed ſome 
time ſince, the author, after giving it 
as his own opinion that the poiſons of 
the pox and . clap are very different in 
their natures, tells us, that Mr. Hales 
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That gentleman ſays, indeed, that he 
does not truly know that any thing more 
than injection 15 neceſſary for the cure 
of the Gonorrhœa: yet it ſhould ſeem 
that he thinks ſo ; elſe why does he 
give mercurial alteratives, in almoſt 
every caſe of the Gonorrhœea? Mer - 
cury is ſurely a medicine that ought 
not wantonly to be admimiſtevd. even 
in an alterative way. ' 

The ſame author, in 8 of bis 
apinign, that the virus of the two diſ- 
eaſes is very different, ſays, that the 
matter from a Gonorrbæa applied to an 
excoriated part will not produce a 
chancre. What kind of expęriment 
may have proved this poſition to bim, 
I know not; for I am fully ſatisfied 
that I have ſeen the diſcharge of a 
Gonorrbæa ſufficiently, acrimonious and 
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corroſive to produce this effect, even 
upon a found part. He adds, that ſuch 
fores will heal, with a little ſtyptic 
waſh. I confeſs it is an application 1 
ſhould never think of uſing; for if they 
would not heal without it, my ſuſpi- 
cions would be much ' raiſed concern- 
ing the nature of them. 
I have no more doubt that a ſtyptic 
remedy would often heal them, than 1 
have, that a ſtyptic injection would 
ſtop a Gonorrhea; but my doubts 
concerning the ſafety of ſuch prac- 
tice are very many. But let alone this 
ſtyptie waſh, and leave the excoriations 
to themſelves: will this author pretend 
to ſay that theſe ſores, theſe Gonor- 
-rhbeal Chancres (if I may be allowed 
the expreſſion) would not degenerate 
and require more than ſtypties to heal 
| them 


them afterwards? How often do we ſee 

the diſcharge ſo virulent as to corrode! 
the parts very conſiderably, producing, 
chancres, and thoſe often troubleſome; | 
ones, when confined by the prepuce in 
the caſe of a phymoſis. He will not 

ſurely ſay, that the mere conſinement 
of the matter (if I may fo call it) al- 
ters its nature. It may, and L ſuppoſe 
will, render it more acrid ; but it can 
never be ſuppoſed to change ſo harm 
leſs a fluid as he ſeems to think the 
running of a Gonorrhea into ſo dread- 
ful a poiſon as we Know that of the 
pox to be. But, in anſwer to this, we 
are told, that ſuch chancres will not 
produce the Lues; that the conſtitu- 
tion never ſuffers in conſequence of 
them; that no mercury is required, 

Ke. 
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| When the inflammation in a Gonor- 
hea runs ſo high as to produce the fym- 
ptoms I have mentioned; the quantity of 
the running uſually bears a proportion 
to its quality; it is generally as plentiful 
as it is acrimonious: now how far ſo 
copious a diſcharge may at any time 
prove effectual in diverting the infec- 
tion from the habit, I ſhall not pretend 
to determine. I will not fay that it 
can, and I believe no one will fay that 
it may not, for we are daily meeting, 
with circumſtances in the various ſtages 
of the venereal diſeaſe, that are much 
more unaccountable ; but this I will 
venture to pronounce, that if the dif 
charge of ſo virulent a clap as I have 
deſcribed is ſuddenly checked by aftrin- 
gent injections, and the chancres healed 
by ſtyptic waſhes, more than fifteen 
7 © times 
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times out of twenty a pox will be the 
conſequence. 
In ſpeaking of the venereal — LY 
I would be underſtood in general terms 
to: mean that of the Luesas well as of the 
Gonorrhza ; for in what reſpe&sthey 
differ, except in degree, I confeſs my- 
ſelf ignorant: this I know, that a pox 
has been contracted from a woman 
upon whom no pocky ſymptoms: could 
be diſcovered; and a woman has been at- 
tacked by a virulent Gonorrhea in con- 
ſequence of her connexion with a man 
who never had any diſcharge per Ure- 
thram, no ſort of complaint in the paſ- 
ſage, nor any excoriation upon the Penit. 
I was defired by Mr. Sparke, apo- 
theca ry, in Titchpield:ſireet, to look 
upon a woman who had been under 
his care for ſoine days. She had a very 
E copious, 
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copious; moſt virulent, and fœtid diſ- 
charge per vaginam, conſiderable ardor 
urine, the labia pudendi ſwoln to an 
enormous ſi 2e, and much excoriated, 
as well as the parts all round. I had 
no doubt, from appearances, but that 
her complaint was venereal. The wo- 
man had been married only a few 
weeks; there was no reaſon for ſuſpi- 
cion of her having had any improper 
connexion, and the huſband declared 
himſelf . abſolutely ignorant of the 
cauſe of his wife's diſorder. I. deſired 
permiſſion to examine the man, when 
I found in his groin, an inlarged gland, 
which (as he ſaid) had eſcaped his own 
notice, not having given him any un- 
eaſineſs. It was a tumor of the indo- 
lent kind; but as it was pretty deeply 

ſeated, and firmly attached to the neigh- 
bouring 


U 
bouring parts, I had no doubt but that 
it would advance to ſuppuration, which 
it accordingly did in a ſhort time. The 
account this perſon gave, was, that he had 
had no commerce with any woman for 
near three months before his marriage, 
and that he never had a clap in his life. 
It may be neceſſary to obſerve, that the 
cure of the wife was effected without 
the uſe of mercury ; whether it would 
have been prudent to attempt that of 
the huſband in the ſame way, I leave 
others to determine. JI have mentioned 
the foregoing caſe (in other teſpeRs per- 
haps one of little conſequence) juſt ta 
prove, that there is really a nearer affi- 
_ nity between the two diſeaſes than ſome 
people affect to believe. f 
It is no great wonder that thoſe par- 
ticular perſons, who boaſt of their ex- 
E 2 peditious 
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peditious methods of curing the G- 
norrbæa, ſhould take ſome pains to 
convince their patients of the impoſſi- 
bility of poxing them by the uſe of in- 
jections. That pocky ſymptoms can 
never ariſe in conſequence of a ſup- 
preſſed Gonorrhea, is a doctrine admi- 
rably well calculated for their mode of 
practice; it affords them an excellent 
ſal vo in caſe of accidents: the old and 
ſtale ſtory of the double infection be- 
ing ever ready for their purpoſe, they 
are ſeldom backward in availing them- 
ſelves of it. Would theſe men take 
upon them to pronounce - primd facie 
- when the pocky virus was united with 
the gonorrhœal, and when not (accord- 
ing to their own theory); and could 
they determine the point with any de- 
gree of preciſion, they would then de- 
. ſerve 
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ſerve our thanks ; but the diſcovery is 
in the general unfortunately made by 
the patient himſelf, and that too at a 
time when perhaps he may be congra- 
tulating himſelf upon a ſuppoſed cure. 
The author of the pamphlet I have had 
occaſion to mention, thinks it probable 
that there is ſomething in the venereal 
particles of matter in a Gonorrbæa - 
which is very different in its nature and 1 
figure from that of the pox, being nei: « 
ther ſo eaſily taken up by the abſor- 1 
bents, or, if taken up, that it is of no 
kind of conſequence. In anſwer to 
this I can venture to aſſert, that, there 
is no ſort of difference whatever to be 
diſcovered between them, as far at ; | 
leaſt as a microſcopic obſervation may | 
be depended upon. I wiſhed to ſatisfy 
myſelf in this particular as ſoon as 
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the. opinion was given out; and for 
that purpoſe I carefully examined the 
matter from venereal ulcers, as well as 
the diſcharge from the uretbra, by means 
of a microſcope. They both afforded 


exactly the ſame appearance. The par- 


ticles are of a ſpherical form, and juſt 
ſuch as we ſee in common pus. In their 
figure I have never known them to va- 
ry, in their ſize they ſometimes do: 
owing merely, as I apprehend, to the 
ſtate the pus is in at the times I view- 
ed theſe particles at firſt diluted with 


fmple diſtilled water, where I had a 


very fine ſight of them. In this fluid 
they retained their figure better, and 


afforded me a more perfect view of 


them, than in any other liquor I tried. 
I could not get the matter to mix 10 
intimately with fluids of an aſtringent 

| kind; 
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kind: in ſuch therefore I had ao 
together ſo fair a view. When mixed 
with aſtringents, the venereal par- 
ticles ſeemed to be ſomewhat dimi- 
niſhed in their fize, and rather flattened; 
As the degree of aſtringency was in- 
creaſed, this appeared more manifeſt, till 
the matter became a confuſed * coagu- 
lated maſs, the EASY boy _ 

broke down. 
A diluted uation of the Beins 
ſaponariarum and a ſolution of the 
merc. corroſ. ſublim. produced no 
other effect. Mere curiofity led me to 
make the experiment; I mean to draw 
no concluſion from it. Trials ſuch 
as theſe muſt of neceſſity be fallacious 
in ſome degree, and the deductions 


* This was not effected till the mixtures were 
ſo ſtrong that no man in his ſenſes would think 
of injecting them into the Urethra. EE 
made 
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made from them, of eourſe, vague and 
inconcluſive. Should any one contend 
therefore that theſe medicines have a 
power of rendering the venereal par- 
ticles of matter inert, even without 
altering the form of them, I will not 
controvert the point. 

I have already obſerved, that it art 
don brought as an argument againſt the 
poiſon of the Lues and Gonorrbea hav- 
ing any affinity in their natures, that 
the former diſeaſe, in the ſlighteſt de- 
gree, was never known to be cured 
without mercury *, whereas the moſt 
virulent of the latter has been repeatedly 


There are ſome in this town who are 
ready to conteſt that point: yet I wiſh not to 
have myſelf reckoned amongſt the number, If 
venereal buboes may be ranked in the lift of 
pocky ſymptoms ; there are, I am told, Who in- 
fiſt, that ſuch diſorders are curable without the 
help of mercury. ; 

HI 'fo 
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ſo without the uſe of one grain. The 
author who advances this aſks, „ will 
mercury alone, in a recent caſe, abate 
any one ſymptom concomitant with 
the diſeaſe (the Gonorrhœa)? nay even 


if carried to aſalivation?” To aqueſtion 


put in ſo vague a manner, the author has 
hardly a right to expect a direct an- 
ſwer: however, to what has been al- 
ready ſaid upon that ſubject, I beg leave 
to add, that I have ſeen {mall doſes of 
mercury alter the complexion of a very 
ill- conditioned running much for the 
better; and that a very obſtinate chor- 
dee, which would not yield to the com- 
mon methods, ſuch as bathing, , bleed- 
ing, opiates, &c. has given way, when 
a ſmall doſe or two of the ſame medi- 
cine has been added. I mention the 
fact only, without 'recommending the 

F practice. 


l 
practice. I am moreover informed by 
2 ſurgeon to an hoſpital in this town, 
where there are a great many venereal 

f patients, tliat ſuch patients frequently 

get rid of their Gonorrbeas during 

a, mercurial courſe; but that, if the 
diſcharge does not intirely ſtop, gentle 
aſtringents ſeldom fail to compleat the 
work : and after a courſe of mercury, 
we need be under no apprehenſions in 
having recourſe to ſuch medicines. 
Dr. Saunders, in his tranſlation of 
Plenck's book upon the ule of mercury 
triturated with gum arabic, ſays, ( there 
« 15 no internal preparation of mercury 
« ſo. well adapted for the cure of the 
« Gonorrheg as this (viz; the gummy 
„ mercurial); and when injections are 
«. employed, its internal uſe ſhould con- 
« ſtantly en them; it very ef- 
e nn 


8 
J. 
2 
: -þ 


1-385 1] 
4 fectually abates the 'ardor urinæ; 
e which it does, partly from its acting 
as a mercurial, without inducing! in- 
„ flammation, and partly from the gun 
- + arabic accompanying it. I can rea- 
dily believe this; yet if we can do with- 
out mercury at all (Which for the moſt 
part we Fe my) fo e — 8 
better. 
In a very perverſe gleet, whigh bid 4 
long withſtood the attempts of an in- ">" 


genious ſurgeon, and particular friend | 3 | 
of mine, the aſſiſtance of mercury was Whew 4 
found to be abſolutely neceſſary. Bou- I 
gies had repeatedly afforded a tem porary I 
relief, but the point was not carried till 4 
mercurial frictions had been uſed. A 1 | 
modern writer upon the venereal diſeaſe 1 
has obſerved“ (ſpeaking of obſtinate I 
* Fordyce's Review, p. 35. I 


F 2 gleets) 
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gleets) that, were we diſpoſed to /þz- 
ce culate, we ſhould ſay in theſe caſes an 
« internal chancre had kept up the diſ- 


charge, &c.” For my own part, I 


have no ſort of doubt but that in moſt 
of ſuch complaints the urethrais in ſome 
degree ulcerated. The greater part of 
the earlier writers upon the gonorrhea 


virulenta ſpoke with ſo much confi- 
dence, ſo familiarly upon the ſubject of 


ulcers in the urethra, that it was ſup- 
poſed the urinary canal was ſeldom or 


never free from them in that diſeaſe. 


Few doubted the exiſtence of them. 


many profeſs to have ſeen repeated in- 
ſtances upon diſſection after death: 
amongſt whom are Bartholine, Seve- 
rinus, Virſungius, Hildanus, Sydenham, 
de la Faye, M. Littre, &c. &. Why 
ſo little credit has been given to their 

| teſtimonies 
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teſtimonies I cannot pretend to deter- 
mine; the doctrine of ulcers however 
has of late been much exploded; and it 
has been aſſerted in the other extreme, 
that ulcerations of the urethra very ſel- 


dom or never occur. Upon a ſtrict 


inquiry it will I believe be found, that 
the matter has been exaggerated on both 
fides; and, though we do not every 
day meet with ſuch caſes, yet they ate 
by no means nuncommon. I think 1 
have met with repeated inſtances, as far 
as there has been a poſſibility of deter- 
mining without actual ocular demon- 
ſtration. I remember a patient of the 
late * Mr. Gataker, whole urethra, af- 


of This ee in a little publication upon 
the venereal diſeaſe, ſome years before his death, 
wrote againſt the exiſtence of ulcers in the 
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ter death; was found to be full of ſores. 
I ſaw fince that time a conſiderable: ul- 
where it joins to the glans penis, in the 
navicular fofſula, as Winſlow calls it; 
and which Aſtruc ſays is the moſt com- 
mon ſeat of a Gonorrbæa : the orifice 
of the uretbra was much inlarged, and 
the /renum deſtroyed by a chanere ex- 
ternally, which afforded me a view of 
the internal ulcer. . I have likewiſe at 
this time in my poſſeſſion, part of a 
ents, where there are ſeveral ſma ! 
eroſions of the membrane which lines 
the wrethra; and on one part of it a eon- 
ſiderable ulcer. I am unacquainted 
with the hiſtory of the diſeaſe; the 
body from which it was taken, having 
been brought to my brother's houſe, 
for the purpoſe of diſſection, during 
1} the 
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: the time of his reading Lectures in 
5 Anatomy. Several authors have men- 
s tioned the little filaments which are 


ſometimes ſeen to float in the urine, as 
indications of an approaching cure of 
the Gonorrhea; but I am inclined to 
believe we have nearly, if not exactly, 
the ſame appearances in an ulcerated 
ſtate of the paſſage. . 
There being ſeldom any veſtiges of 
ulceration, any cicatrices to be found 
in the Urethra after death, is by no 
means an argument againſt them. We 
might with juſt as much reaſon, upon 
the inſpection of a prepuce whereon no 
ſcar appeared, pronounce, that there 
never had been a chancre upon it. We 
know that, unleſs ſuch ſores have been 
very bad indeed, and attended with 
much loſs of ſubſtance, they ſeldom 
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leave any marks behind; and I cannot 
ſee why they may not, with proper 
care, heal as ſmoothly. within the Ure- 
thra as upon the prepuce ; indeed, I 
think they are more likely to do it, if 
we call a Bougie to our afhiftance. 
Although I bave mentioned to have 
ſeen ſome very ſtubborn ſymptoms in a 
Gonorrhcea yield to a proper admini- 
*ſtration of mercury, which could not 
be conquered by the methods com- 
monly made uſe of; yet I would by 
no means have it inferred from thence, 
that I think mercurials often neceſſary: 
on the contrary, I am ſure they may 
for the moſt part be diſpenſed with: and 
happy it is for thoſe perſons who fre- 
quently have ſuch complaints that they 
may ſo. So much am I of this opi- 
nion, that I do not regard the practice 
6 ; i 
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of the noſtrum- monger, who proſeſſes 
to cure a virulent Gonorrhea in a few 
hours, as one jot more prepoſterous than 
of him who. calls in the aid of mercury 
upon every the moſt trifling occaſion. 
The practice of neither of theſe men is 
well calculated, I fear, for the meridian 
of London, where the diſeaſe is ſo fre- 
quent: for no uretbra can long remain 
unhurt under the treatment of the one: 
few conſtitutions undeſtroyed under 
that of the other. 


The martyrs to eee 0 
a medicine as it is) have certainly been 
very many. It will prehaps be going too 
far to ſay with Boerhaave, (ſpeaking of 
the corrgfiue ſublimate and ſome other 
preparations of mercury) Certiſſima ſunt 
venena, et cor pori humano nunguam ſe- 
parunda: but his cautions concerning 
Wolli. Le the 
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the uſe of them en not to * 
ſüighte dd. E 21 
Ihe expeditious ae 3 * 
dealer in the ways of death. We muſt 
do him the juſtice to allow, that he 
maims oftener than he kills; though a 
little attention to the matter will con- 
vince us, that he is not abſolutely with- 
out a ſhare in that particular alſo. 
After a certain time (ſooner or later 
according to circumſtances), ſome of the 
many evils ſo conſtantly attendant on 
the practice of him who ſolely relies on 
the uſe of injections (and of which I ſhall 
take occaſion to ſpeak particularly here- 
after) attack his patient. His firſt com- 
plaint, the firſt however that he may 
think worth attending to, will poſſibly 
be, that he finds his ſtream of urine di- 
ee and that be eannot void it 
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without ſome difficulty; particularly the 
laſt drops of it, which continue to come 
away involuntarily, for ſome littletime 
ater micturition. He generally com- 

plains of, a difficulty in his firſt attempt 
to FENG by, exerting ſome. little force 
with the abdominal muſcles, the reſiſt- 
ance is. overcome for a time; but the 
difficulty increaſes again as the bladder 
collapſes, inſomuch that it cannot be 
emptied beyond a certain, point; and 
the Laſt drops of the urine which have 
| paſſed into the uretbra, wanting a ſulli- 
cient t impulſe from behind, ooſe out and 


LS # ESD 


produce the dribbling 1 I haye mentioned: 
a complaint, diſagreeable and trouble- 
ſome in itſelf, yet of little conſequence 
perhaps, when compared with another 
o conſtantly. attendant upon it * for 
under ft Seca the Jp is 
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er expelled as ĩt ought to be: me 
this fluid perhaps may be ſecteted in a 
proper quantity, and thrown into hs ; 
ufethra, yet it is there ſoon arte ſted in 
courſe. This laſt ſymptom is, I fear, 
büt little attended to, though certainly 
one of infinite importance. I am per- 
ſuaded there 8 not a more comm̃on 
tauſe of impotency than itis: perhaps 
It does not coe under the cognizance 
of a ſurgeon is often as it ought, be- 
ing ſuppreſſed by the patient through 
pride or mödefty. W 


An obſtruction Mr to the free paſſege of 


* urine or ſemen | may be ' owing to A | 
vari iety of cauſes; but if in this caſe a 
bougie Was paſſed for diſcovering the 
cauſe, and the infirument met with 
little. or n Teffffaftbe (which 1 if properly 


Jubri (cated per japs i it would not) the 


ſurgeon 
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ſurgeon might be at a Joſs to atceount 


for it. It would perhaps be attributed 
(I know however that it has been fo} 
to a defe& in ſome of the muſelts ap- 
propriated for the expulfion of theſe 


Aids, the ereffores penis, acttleratores 


Urine, &c. and be fald, chat they had 
been made too free with, and wete 
become almoſt or altogetlier | pas 


ralytic: for the relief of Wich 


complaint, volatile embrocations and 
topical remedies of a more ſtimd- 
lating nature would be applied ; 46g6- 
gether with the affiſtance of corrobo- 
rants, perhaps cantharides internally. : 

From repeated inquities into this 


matter, 1 have ſbund, that the femen 


has always been better diſcharged, 
expelled with more force, in proportion 
to the time the penis has continued 

: erect 
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erect ante coitum, and vice versd;.Aalſo. 
that micturition has been performed 
with greater eaſe poſt erectianem: from 
which I cannot help concluding, that, 
the complaint in thoſe caſes has been 
owing to a want of lubricity in the 
urethra, fromapaucity of mucus, a much 
larger quantity of that fluid being preſ- 
ſed into the paſſage, when the penis 
is in an erect, than when in a flaccid 
ſtate. 271 the fault lay i in the muſcles 
of the part, they, one would i imagine, 
ſhould rather be weakened than acquire 
Rrength by a continued. ſtate of erec- 
tion: indeed their power of keeping 
the member in that ſtate for any time 
contradicts the idea that the defect 
could lie in them. 2 Rs 

Injections of an acrid, aftringent, or 
even ſubaſtringent nature, uſed for any 
length 
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length of time, will reduce the urethra 
to the condition I have mentioned. 
On this account it is, that preventive 
remedies agamft the venereal infection 
are particularly hurtful; for, to be of 
any ſervice to thoſe who have much 
commerce in a certain way, they muſt 
be in almoſt continual uſe. Indeed I 
know ſome men of pleaſure, who make 
their ſyringe a conſtant vade-mecum. . 
- The manner in which moſt of ſuch 
medicines are ſuppoſed to act (J have 
often heard this opinion given with 
reſpect to the ixivium, and have 
been informed it was the idea of the 
inventor of that remedy) they are ſup- 
poſed; I ſay, to act by bringing off 
the mueus from the urethra, and to- 
gether with it the virus imbibed in 
8 cuitu. The uſes of this fluid are ſuf- 

2 ficiently 
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kciently underſtood, and the inconve- 
niencies ariſing fram the want of it 
many have found to their ſorrow; 
but it is ſaid by the adyocates for this 
preventive plan, that as the ſecretion 
of this mucus is continually going on, 
the loſs of it is very ſoon Jupplicd 
again. 

It may, and I can readily believe 
that it is ſo, after uſing the remedy 
for a few times; but 1 have not a 
doubt, from what I have ſeen, but that 
a frequent xepetition of it will prevent 
the ſecretion very. conſiderably, by gra- 
dually ſhutting up the /acune which 
fqraifhif\: and in a certain time (ſooner 
or later according to the frequeney of 
uſing t, and the ſtrength of the me- 
dicine) the paſſage will have ſuſtained 
ſuch injury, tliat all our endeavours 

3 1 
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to ſet it right again may prove iueffec- 


tüm. I know a gentleman, Who, for 


ches to years-palt; has had a tender- 


nels in the urethra, and during the 


whole time ſome ſmall degree of arder 
urin. There is no obſtruction to the 
paſſing of a bougie of a middle ſize 


(the paſſage indeed- will not admit u 


large one), nor is there a ſtricturt at 


any particular part but rather*a/ge- 


neral ſtraightneſs or 65ntraftion? ' He 
uſed formerly to boaſt of a prophy- 
"laftie, and I vannot help attributing 


his complaint to- the Wr N | 


ings his uretbra has undergone 7 

That the iii vin JoponaFiaetn. pro- 
ith diluted, and*thfown* up” the 
Urethra poſl coitum, may ſometimes 
prevent the venereal infection from 
VOTE effect, I can'readily believe (and 

| oe I be- 
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ive alſo that I could think of 
ther injections that would do te 
5 ; but that it will always do it, 
2 3 ſo, I know to be falſe. Vet 
ſuppoſe this to be the-caſe, would any 
man in his ſenſes be content with even 
a ſeven years reſpite from diſeaſe, 
on condition of taking upon him 2 
very bad, perhaps an incurable one, 
at the end of that term? I have ſaid 
a ſeven years reſpite: let the modern 
men of pleaſure judge of the allow- 
ance. I fancy it will be acknowledged 
too large a one by many of them; but 
even on ſuch terms, the bargain muſt 
ſurely appear too bad for any but a 
madman to make. 

They who have e ee a this 
medicine, have directed that it ſhould 
be made juſt ſo ſtrong as to leave a 


little 


. 
little pungeney behind it when applied 
to the tongue; and have laid down as 
a rule, that if it did not give much 


pain to the eye, it would then do the 


urethra no harm. All I ſhall ſay to 
this is, that, if the mixture be ſtrong 
enough to produce the effect wiſhed 
for, it is then ſtrong enough to do 
much miſchief. But, ſay they, let 
us be careful not to make it too 
ſtrong; and then, if it ſhould do no 
good, it certainly can do no hurt, 


and it will probably be of ſome ſer- 


vice, at leaſt by waſhing the ret bra; 
but this I deny. The venereal poiſon 
is ſo very ſubtle, that the mere waſh- 
ing the canal poff coitum is not likely 
to have much efficacy in preventing 
its taking place ; but if waſhing the. 
urethra was often found to be effec-' 

H 2 tual, 
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tual, this. ſurely ould. not be ſo well 
performed: as by our own urine, eer- 
tainly. by no method ſo ſaſely; for by 
this means, the canal will be waſhed 
from within outwards, and the. water 
may poſſibly drive before it and ex- 
pel the infectious particles: whereas 
by an injection (howſoever mild and 
innocent in its nature) the morbific 
matter may be forced on nearer to the 
bladder, and the ſeat of the diſeaſe be 
thereby changed much for the worſe. 
With reſpe& to prophylactic reme- 
dies, 1 have already given it as my 
opinion, that we are not acquainted 
with any which may be depended 
upon; and if we were, it 15 pothble they 
might be ſuch, as no prudent man 
would think of uſing. Many medi- 
cingg of this kind, internal as well as 

. external, 


1 F 


external, are quoted from different au- 
thors, by rue, Turner, cc. hut treated 


with the mn ih ſeem to have. 


deſerved.: - 

Cleanlineſs pot. coitum 3 
in women) may tend in ſome meaſure, 
perhaps, if not to prevent the: diſeaſe, 
to render it more mild. A/irue ſeems 
to think this of little conſequence ; but 
till we are much better acquainted 
with the nature of the venereal. poiſon 
than I, believe we are at preſent, it is 
mere gueſſing in the dark. Thus 
much is very certain, that this virus 
does not always act, either according 
to its quantity or quality, any more 


than the variolous poiſon; for each, of 


them, being conveyed from one body 
to another, under the moſt favorable 
circumſtances, often ſcem * being 
tranſ- 


1 - 
#- 
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tranſplanted, to alter their natures, and 
to degenerate from the mildeſt to > the 
moſt malignant ſpecies. — 

I ſhall diſmiſs the ſubject of prophy⸗ 


Iacties for the preſent, after obſerving, 


that, if the lixivium has any virtue of 
ſuch a kind, it does not refide in its al- 
caline property; for acids have been 
made uſe of for the ſame purpoſe, and 
I believe with juſt as good an effect. I 
heard a gentleman boaſt, '** ſe impune 
« peccafle per annos triginta, uſu ſucci 
4e limonum aqua tepida diluti, In hanc 
«« miſturam, ſemper poſt coitum, penem 
ſuum immerſit et abluit ;” and that 
he had recommended the ſame precauti- 


on to many of his friends, who had found 


the like good effects from it. Vet what 
are we to collect from this, when we 
know, that there are numbers who have 


been 


12 1 
been juſt as fortunate without uſing any 
preventive means at all; but, ſetting the 
diſeaſe at defiance, have n W 
nh e en 

That very much miſchief We 
eee occaſionally by an improper 
uſe of injections, whether exhibited 
with a preventive or eurative intention, ; 
| have before obſerved ; but till L pro- 
-duce ſuch proots as I have engaged to 
do, I beg leave to offer a few wy 
remarks on the ſubject. D515 

I would not pin my Fr ppm en 
the ſleeve. of a Sydenham, or believe 
him, when he ſays, that injections uſu- 
ally produce much more miſchief, than 
good, were |] not convinced he has rea- 
ſon on his fide.: much leſs do I mean 
to quarrel with thoſe noſttum-mongers 
who throw out their lures ad captandum 

7 vulgus, 
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Dulgut, and boaſt of their ſpeedy me- 
thods of curing; the Gonorrbea, becauſe 
perhaps I myſelf. am not poſſeſſed of 
means equally expeditious. I wiſh not 
to enter the liſts with them, hut moſt 
readily yield up to them all the reputa- 
tion they can poſſibly derive from their 
mancenvres in that way; though Imay 
be allowed to add, that, when my pa- 
tients have been particularly ſollicitous 
for a ſpeedy eure, I have not oſten 
failed to conquer the running in a 
weck or ten days. But, as 1 with to 
make no more haſte than good ſpeed, 
it is a mode of cure I can by no means 
approve; for; in the firſt place, I am 
inclined" to believe, that abe inhecedonn, 
which are likely to produce the defired 
effect in the ſhorteſt ſpace of time, are 
ſuch as it is not an adviſeable thing to 
; make 


[! - FOO. 
make frequent uſe of; and becauſe, un- 


der theſe circumſtances, I always eſteem 
the uſe of mercurials in ſome degree 


nedeffary; the calling in of which me- 


dicines repeatedly (a we may certainly 


do without them in general) is by no 


means a warrantable practice. The cli- 
mate of this country, and the conſtitu- 
tion of ĩts inhabitants, my proclaim | 


againſt it. i 

A weak ſolution of the mercurius 
corrofivus ſublimatus poſſeſſes the power 
of ſuppreſſing a recent Gonorrhea as 
quickly perhaps as any injection that 


can be'named ; and I have ſome reaſon 


to believe, that it is in daily uſe at this 
time with ſome of thoſe perſons who 
build their credit more upon the expe- 
dition than the ſafety of their cures. By 
Fas bye, it may be worth remarking, 
I that 


+ ri 


* 
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1 
that this preparation of Mercury is par- 


ticularly quick in its operation (when 


uſed internally) in palliating different 
ſymptoms of the lues, though Dr. Saun- 
ders obſerves it is no eaſy matter to in- 
troduce ſo active and acrid a prepara- 
tion of Mercury into the habit in a ſuf- 
ficient quantity to eradicate a confirmed 
pox. So likewiſe upon chancres (ſet- 
ting aſide the propriety or impropriety 
of applying mercurials to venereal ſores) 
I fay upon chancres, we cannot uſe any 
preparation of this medicine that acts fo 
ſpeedily as a proper ſolution of the mer- 
cur. ſublimat. A mercurial ſolution, 
ſo very weak as this muſt be made for 
injecting into the uret bra, can never be 
ſuppoſed to act from its ſtypticity; as 
we know that vitriolic and other ſtyptic 
ſolutions of greater ſtrength will not act 


L $9" 'Þ 
ſo Mull; ; but rather from ſome! 
ſpecific antidotal property, and that it 
acts upon the matter of the virulent 
Gonorrhea in the ſame manner as upon/ 
that of an external venereal fore; which, | 
if true, is one more argument for the 
affinity between the two diſeaſes, if 175 
more ſeem to be wanting. 
The mode of eure by injection bas 
been adopted by different people with 
different intentions. Some have admi- 
niftered injections with a deſign of pro- 
moting the diſcharge, as critical and ſa- 
lutary ; for which purpoſe they have 
employed thoſe of a ſtimulating kind: 


others, with a full aſſurance of the ex- 


iſtence of ulcers in the paſſage, have 
gone through the whole proceſs of de- 
terging, incarning, and cicatrizing : for 
theſe purpoſes, the ærugo æris, the tur- 

| I 2 pentines, 


60 ] 


pentines, a capivæ, with many other 


11117174 


of the gummy and reſmous bodies. 
differently, prepared, have, been. . 


wet. nag ch, di ni ds 


Whilſt 8 1 wiſhed: carpet 
the diſcharge as ſoon as they were 
able, by means of aſtringents or deſie- 


catives; ſuch as the vitriols, alum, 


barks of many different ſorts, lead in 
its ſexeral preparations, Rarch, lime- 
water, dragon's blood, with boles and 
earths of various kinds ; others, more 
cautious, aye ventured only on injec- 
tions of an emollient or ſedati ve kind; 
ſuch, 28 freſh "abimal. or vegetable Oils, 

mucilages of different ſorts, warm milk 
and water, opium diſſolved, &c. &c. 
Some, relying on the grand ſpecific, 
have uſed the crude mercury in a mul- 


| titude of different vehicles, Merc. dulcis, 


merc. 
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mer. corroſi ſubl. præcipitates of mer - 
cuty, with many other preparations of 
the ſame medicine; ſome or other of 
whichf it is more than probable; have 


entered the compoſition of moſt of the 
ſecret, anti venereal 1 Nr 

Others "ZI racked' their WOE? to 
diſcover ſome precious chemical ſecret; 
that ſhould put a ſtop toꝭ᷑ the fermen- 
tation they conceived to be going for- 
ward within the urethra, and NP 
remove the diſeaſe. 


With regard to injections for = 
moting the / diſcharge of a Gonerrhea, 
they never can be required: as we are 
able to ſupply their place by ſo many 
and ſo much better methods: and per- 
haps the uſe of emollient or ſedative 
injections may be diſpenſed with alfo': 

6 for 
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for when the ſymptoms of inflamma- 
tion run at all high, when the diſ- 
charge is great, the ardor urine vio- 
lent, &c. under which circumſtances 
injections of this claſs ſeem to be par- 
ticularly indicated; I ſay at this time 
ſo very irritable and tender is the paſ- 
ſage, that the introduction of a ſyringe 
in the moſt delicate manner, will al- 
ways be likely to do more hurt, than 
the medicine itſelf can ever do good; 
the attempt therefore ought not to be 
made. 0 911 > 208891 
Injections of the aſtringent or mer- 
curial kind, or both together, for there 
are few of the mercurial compoſitions 
but what have ſome degree of aftrin- 
gency when- externally applied; theſe 
1 believe are what are uſually employed 
for the ſpeedy cure of a Gonorrhea. 

Aſtring- 


Aftringent injections, conſidered mere-, 


ly as aſtringents, are at all times, 
and without any exception, improper, 


when any degree of venereal infection 
exiſts. £1 eotey ntl 
In the very early ſtate of the diſ- 
eaſe injections may perhaps be uſed 
impune, at leaſt as far as the conſtitu- 
tion is concerned; but thoſe injections 
ſhould always be of the mercurial 
kind. | 45; ot 2h: 

The variolous matter, when intend- 
ed for inoculation, is uſually preferred 
in its moſt crude ſtate; being ſup- 
poſed to have leſs virulency in it at 
that time, than when the diſeaſe 1s 


- farther advanced. The venereal virus 


in the ſame condition, I can readily 
believe may be ſubdued by the topical 
application of mercury alone; but it 

5 does 


. 
does not often happen that the ſurgeon 
ſees his patient till the diſorder has 
made ſome progreſs: and indeed it is 
no very eaſy matter to draw the line; 


to ſay, when the complaint is ſo abſo- 


hately local, and the diſcharge ſo little 
virulent, as that a ſpeedy ſuppreſſion 
ä 
otherwiſe. 9035 

We know that immoderate exerciſe, 
excels in drinking, the taking cold, &c. 
&c. will frequently ſtop the diſcharge 
of a Gonorrhea: ſo will an aftringent 
injection very often. A ſuppreſſion of 
the running from any of the former 
cauſes; is almoſt always attended with 
future miſchief : why that is leſs fo 
which is produced by aſtringents, 1 
cannot ſee; as IJ know of none which 


are 3 of any ſpecific antivenereal 


powers. 


CO} 
powers. In both caſes, the effect is for 
the moſt part produced ſuddenly ; and 
a ſudden check to a Gonorrhea is un- 
natural, and always prejudicial. 
Some perſons have denied (and one * 
of them lately in print) that a ſwelled 
teſticle is ever produced by the ſup- 
preſſion of a Gonorrbhæaa. They make 
it the cauſe, inſtead of the effect; 
and ſay, that the ſtopping of the diſ- 
charge is occaſioned by the affection 
of the 7,16. This may ſometimes be 
the caſe; but I am thoroughly ſatisfied 
it is in the general otherwiſe +, An in- 
flammation attacking the teſtis in con- 
ſequence of any external violence, &c. 
may, and probably will, ſtop the run- 
may on a Gonorrbæa; but in n this caſe, 


222111 
* Mr, Hales's Letter, Pe 50. 
1 Cockburn, p. 2809. 
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an uneaſineſs at leaſt will be felt in the 
part, ſome time before the diſcharge is 


affected by it; whereas we frequently 


find that this complaint, the ſwelling 
of the 7e/tis, does not appear till two 
or three days after the running has 
diſappeared: again, we every now and 
then ſce a hernia humoralis come on, and 
the diſcharge ſhall be little or not at all 
affected by it. The lymphatic glands 
in the groin alſo are liable to ſwell 
upon the ſudden ſtopping of a Gonor- 
rhea; but ſuch tumors ſeldom fail to 
ſubſide as ſoon as a plentiful diſcharge 
from the uretbra is brought on again. 
When the ſeat of a clap is far back in 
the urethra, the danger of affecting the 
tefies by aſtringent injections is much 
increaſed; when therefore the patient 
complains of a pain or weight in perinæo 


We 


[6] 
we ought particularly torefrain fromthe 
uſe of any ſuch remedies; indeed, 
when we can plainly trace the diſeaſe 
farther back into the uretbra than tothe 
part which Aſiruc ſays is the moſt 
common ſeat of it, I cannot help think- 
ing but that the above caution ſhould 
be well attended .to; notwithſtanding 
a late writer makes no difference in his 
mode of cure; declaring it to be a mat- 
ter of trifling conſequence, < whether 
« the patient has a very little running 
« or ſcalding, or the Gonorrhea affects 
« only a {mall way down the urethra, 
te or it hath even reached the ducts of 
the profiate gland, with ſcalding, 
« chordee, and all the virulent ſym- 
„ ptoms of the diſeaſe,” 
It every now and then happens, that 
an injection, intended for ſtopping the 
K 2 run- 
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running, ſhall produce juſt the con- 
trary effect; at other times, though 
the running ſhall ceaſe from the ule 
of aſtringents, every the leaſt exceſs 
ſhall bring it on again and again: nay 
it ſhall repeatedly recur upon diſcon- 
tinuing the medicine, without any ap- 
parent cauſe whatever. 

Under ſuch circumſtances, it is high- 
ly imprudent that the uſe of injections 
ſhould be puſhed any further: na- 
ture, that unerring guide, plainly 
points out to us that ſomething more 
is wanting: yet in ſuch a caſe, aſ- 
tringents haye, I know, been perſevered 
in to the laſt, and their degree of aſ- 
tringeficy increaſed, till the violent pain 
they have occaſioned, has obliged the 
patient to deſiſt from uſing them. 


A 
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A practice of this ſort renders 
the final ſtopping of the diſcharge no 
eaſ. y matter; and it is from ſuch treat- 
ment, that many very obſtinate gleets 
have taken their riſe. It is very diffi- 
cult to reſtore the parts to a proper 
tone, after ſuch violence has been once 
done to them; for the fibres loſe their 
elaſticity, their contractile power 18 * 
ſtroyed. | 
We are frequently RY EY to babe 
recourſe to the uſe of aſtringents in the 
healing of ſores, and find them of the 
greateſt ſervice: but if fromany internal 
cauſe, &c. theſe ſores ſnould break out 
repeatedly, the difficulty in healing 
them is every time increaſed, and it 
becomes at laſt a very hard taſk to heal 
them at all, or to keep them well 
when 
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when healed, ſo much are the parts 


weakened by repeated attacks. 


It is no uncommon thing for a pa- 
tient to find his ardor urinæ increaſed, 
rather than abated, upon the ſuppreſſion 
of a Gonorrhea, by means of aſtrin- 
gent injections; nay a heat of urine may 


| be brought upon a perſon unaffected 


with a Gonorrhæa by an aſtringent 
injection continued for ſome days, 
of no greater ſtrength than that re- 
commended in a“ pamphlet publiſhed 
ſome months fince, viz. vitriol. alb. Dj. 
ertruct. ſaturn. 3j. agu. pur. Fiij. un- 
doubtedly from its leſſening the quan- 
tity of mucus neceſſary for defending 
the paſſage from the acrimonious ſalts 
of the urine. By way of experiment, I 


* Ellis, p. 17. 
waſhed 
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waſhed a præputium and plans: penit 
with this mixture thrice à day for two 
or three days; and the parts were there- 
by ſo corrugated and contracted, chat it 
was not without ſome difficulty and —_— 
pain, I could denude the glans?! As the 408 
mixture produced ſuch an eſſect here, 18 
I could not have a doubt fas | 18 
as to the impropriety of injefting it = 
into the aretbra: yet this is recom- 
mended, and to be uſed at a "time too, 
when it is impoſſible that the viru- 
lence of the Gonorrhæa can have beeti 
corrected, or the inflammatory ſym⸗ 
| ptoms in the leaſt ſubdued, 4 1 

That confiderable inflammation, ad- =_ 
heſions conſequent thereon, that ſtric- j 9 
tures, ulcerations, fungi, &c. are occa- 
ſionally produced in the urethra from = 
the uſe of injections, is moſt certain; 
2 but 
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but it is as certain, I believe, that ſuchdiſ- 
orders may, and do ſometimes ariſe from 
other cauſes, and where no injections 
have been employed. Though this is 
2 part of my ſubject which I had in- 
- tended to bave reſerved intirely for a 
future occaſion, yet I cannot help ob- 
ſerving at the preſent, that I am not a 
little ſurprized to find Mr. Hales quot- 
ing the caſes, as publiſhed by Monfieur 
Daran, concerning the cures of differ- 
ent complaints in the urethra, as proofs 
that ſuch, diſorders are not produced by 
injections. od 

« #] ſhould be glad to winds, ſays this 
6 gentleman, the cauſes aſſigned for that 
« immenſe number of alarming and 
amazing inſtances of gleets, carun- 
*« cles, carnoſities, excreſcences, ſtrie- 


&« tures, 


1 1 | 
« tures, fiſtulas, &c, ?“ for (fays he) 
© THEY us NO INJECTIONS THERE, 


(meaning I ſuppoſe in France.) But 1 


think if Mr. Hales had really read thoſe 


alarming and amazing cafes, he would 
have learnt that THEY DID USE IN- 


JECTIONS THERE 3 and what is more, 


that a great number of thoſe alarming 
caſes were intirely owing to thoſe very 
injections. Monſ. Daran himſelf men- 
tions them as being clearly of that opi- 
nion. For the truth of this I beg leave 
to refer Mr. H to the following 
caſes; viz. in the firſt part of M. Da- 
ran s book, to N* 50, 65, 67, 68, 72; 
86, 88,92; in part the ſecond to N- 
'Þ and 6; in the third part of the 
ſame treatiſe, to N* 5, 14, 17, 20, 21, 
23, 24, 26, 28, 30, 34, 35, 36, 40, 41, 
51, 53, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 
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69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 75, 78, 79, 9a, 98, 
1063 and in the Appendix, to Wen, 

and 3g. 3 
In every one of theſe caſes mention 
is made of injections having been uſed; 
and in ſeveral of them the bad effects 
of thoſe remedies are immediately 
pointed out. In ſome of them it ap- 
pears, that violent inflammation was 
brought on: in others the parts were 
ſo corrugated, the urethra ſo contracted, 
chat, the author ſays, he had much 
difficulty to reſtore it to a proper tate 
again; in others a ſwelled teſticle 
was the ' conſequence. Monſ. Daran 
in ſhort ſpeaks as ſtrongly as he well 
can againſt injections, and enumerates 
them among the cauſes of ſuppreſſion 
of utine, &c. N ay, he goes ſo far as 
7 0 


75 J 
to ſay in a later publication, which he 


calls * Precis, that . ninety- nine times 


<« in every hundred, obſtructions in the 
&« zrethra, whether ſtrictures, caruneles, 
ce &c. &c. are originally owing to ſtyp⸗- 
« tic injections, employed to ſtop the 
running of a Gonorrhea, or clap ;" 
and adds, 6 ſeriouſly and ſtrenuouſſy 
e caution all patients with claps from 
« uſing ſuch prejudicial remedies, 
„which, by their immediate effects in 
« ſtopping the running, flatter them 
«© with the appearance of a perfect cure; 
ee but in fact lay the foundation of a 
4e diſeaſe, which will ſhew itſelf in ſome 
« future period of their life infinitely 
«© more troubleſome and dangerous 
e than the ſymptom they relieved.” I 
cannot agree with Monſ. Daran, that 
* Appendix, page 27. 

L 2 ſo 
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ſo great a proportion of the diſorders in 
the urethra are owing to injections; 
but I will venture to ſay, that gentle- 
man would never have found it worth 
his while to pay us a ſecond viſit, but 
for the very extravagant uſe of ſuch 
medicines in this kingdom, 

Col. de Villars calls the method of 
cure by injection as dangerous as it is 
ſpeedy; and * Dr. Afruc reckons the 
uſe of injections as one cauſe of impo- 
tency, though he does not account for 
it in the ſame manner as I have done. 

Such remedies as ſtop the diſcharge 
ſuddenly, neyer fail to produce bad 
ſymptoms, which for the moſt part are 
only to be relieved by bringing on the 
running afreſh. It ſeems indeed to be 
Monſ, Daran's conſtant intention in 

* Vol II, 4to. p. 118. Eng. Tranſlation. 

: - the 


N 
the uſe of his bougies to produce this 
effect. A late author laughs at the 
idea of miſchiefs ariſing from the lacł- 
ing-up of matter ; but there needs not, 
I think, a ſtronger proof of it, than that 
the diſcharge brought on by the uſe of 


a bougie, ſhall ever have virulence 


enough in it to infe& a ſound perſon, 
which Monſ. Daran has affirmed for a 
truth. 

Notwithſtanding all that has hem 
ſaid, I mean not to deny that injec- 
tions may ſometimes be of conſiderable 
ſervice; but not, I fear, as they are 
made uſe of in the general. | 

When properly choſen, and well- 
timed, they become good auxiliaries ; 
but the ſurgeon who depends on them 
alone, will heap miſery on his employ- 
ers, and diſgrace upon bimſelf. 
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If the diſeaſe has made any conſi- 
derable progreſs before we ſee our pa- 
tient; if the inflammatory ſymptoms 
have advanced in any degree, it is 
madneſs to think of injections till theſe 
are ſubdued. It has very lately been 
aſſerted in print, by a gentleman of great 
eminence in the profeſſion of ſurgery, 
that the eye will bear an application 
which the Urethra will not. How far 
this may be true, I ſhall not take upon 
me to determine ; but certain it is, that 
the Urethra in its moſt healthy ſtate, 
is a part endued with a very high de- 
gree of ſenſibility ; and we can hardly 
ſuppoſe it to be leſs ſo, when in a 
fate of inflammation ; ſo that, putting 
the virulence of the diſeaſe, or the 
chance of infecting the habit out of 
the queſtion, the danger of injections 


at 


! 
at ſuch a time is munen mich” in 
. a > 
What man could dix of . 
ing to an eye highly inflamed the vi- 
triolic ſolution mentioned in p. 70, 
by way of  collyrium ? I confeſs, was 


Jever inelined to try the effects of 


ſuch an application, even upon à ſound 


and healthy eye; my own would be the 
laſt I ſhould think of making the ex- 
periment upon. | 

We have been told lately, that it is 
of no ſort of conſequence what color 


the diſcharge of a Gonorrhea bears; 


that the degree of virulency is not to 


be eſtimated from any ſuch ſign, &c. 


For my own part, I am fully of opini- 
on, that, where the diſcoloration of ſuch 
running is at all great; and more eſpe- 
clally if it tends to the green or bloody 

ap- 
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appearance, aftringents are without 
any exception whatever highly impro- 
per. The nature of the diſcharge muſt 
be altered much for the better, before 
ſuch remedies can be uſed with advan- 
tage, or even with ſafety ; and ſuch al- 
teration 15 to be effected only by inter- 
nal means. 

Many people I know are inclined to 
eſtimate the degree of virulence in the 
diſorder, from the time which paſſes 
between the receiving the infection, and 
the appearance of the Gonorrhœa: and 
ſay, the longer the clap is before it 
appears, the worſe it will be, and vice 


verad; but I believe this a vulgar er- 


ror, having in ſeveral inſtances re- 
marked the very contrary. _ 
It frequently happens that on the 


third or fourth day after the infection, 


3 4 ſen- 
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a ſenſation rather of Pleaſure than pain 
is felt towards the extremity, of the 
Urethra, an itching towards the glans 
penis, which perhaps may continue for 
ſome days without the ſymptoms get- 
ting materially worſe ; the. inflamma- 
tion advancing by very Now degrees. 
If we are ſo fortunate as to ſee our pa- 
tient at this pexiod, when the diſcharge 
is very trifling, of a glary, and almoſt 
colorleſs fluid (à mere increaſe in the 
quantity of mucus, without its quality 
being perceptibly altered; perhaps indeed 
fomewhat | inſpifſated) and before the 
ardor 1 urinæ is worth ſpeaking of; this 
is the time, and, I think, this only, 
when we are to avail ourſelves of 
injections, if we mean to rely upon 
them for a cure. At this time, a mercu- 
rial injection, joined with ſuch medi- 
M eines 
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cines FO will be the * likely to pre- 
vent inflammation, may W to elell 


the purpoſe. 2 


But if the ſymptoms con come on with 
any violence, as they will now and 
then do, within fix and thirty or even 


twenty four hours after coĩtion, the 


uſe of injections will always be at- 
tended with infinite hazard; even 


though they ſhould be accompanied 


with medicines the moſt Proper ir in the 
—_ 

Upon the 8 then T would be 
underſtood. to ſay, that injeRtions 1 in 
the virulent Gonorrhea ſhould be made 


uſe of in the very early ſtage of the 
diſorder ; - or be deferred till ſuch a 


ſeaſon, that they may be uſed with 


ſafety at leaſt, if not with advantage. 
What 


U 83 I; 

What that feaſan is, I need not here 
repeat. | Mun 8 

A common anſwer to the writers 
againſt, a too frequent uſe of inj 
ons has been, that they only. ow 
ſuch medicines, becauſe; they are un- 
acquainted with thoſe of a proper kind. 
An obſervation ſo illiberal, ſo diſinge- 
nuous, and one that fayors ſo ſtrong- 
ly of empiriciſm, deſerves no ſerious 
reply. . When a man informs us that 
he knows more than his neighbours, 
but chooſes to keep his knowledge to 
himſelf : ought we not to ſuſpect his 
underſtanding, or his honeſty | ? Baron 
Van Swieten has ſaid, Arcanorum ven- 


ditoribus non ſemper habende E. fides. | 


With ſubmiſſion to that great man, I 
may take the liberty | to change his 
non ſemper into raro: Or perhaps nun- 
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p 
guam might be coming ſtill "nearer to 
the truth. 

A virulent Gonorrbæa n a 
late writer) will oftentimes prove very 
t obſtinate, under the management of 
the moſt ſkilful-ſargeon, ee 
in ſoorbutic habits, &e.” '' -- 


1 Another modern author, upon the 
ſame ſubject, fays, « Tt is but fair to 
&« acknowledge,” that where there is 
£ virulence 1 in the Gonorr bœa, our art 
0. cannot cure it ſpeedily and eflectu- 
6 ally at the fame time.” | Now, tho 
I am, inclined | to the fame | opinion 
with this gentleman, TI cannot agree 
with him when he adds, « unleſs the ſe- 


s yereſt regimen be obſerved, the diſeaſe 


T « will often run out to two or three 


* Mr. Brombeld's Ob. Vol. 1 p. 290. 
* Fordyce Retien, b. 28. 
| « months; 


27 ſt 0D 
« months; and, in ſome caſes, to five 
« or ſix.” If ſuch caſes have frequently 


occurred to him, I ſhould be inelined 


to believe, that mercurials may often 
have had a conſiderable ſhare in pro- 


tradting the diſorder; in which, as we 


may collect from his writings, he uſes 
mercury very freely; and indeed the 
ſeverity of regimen itſelf, which he en- 
Joins, may every now andthen c 
the ſame effect. 1 [ 
Though the Gonorrhæa is a complaint 
which every, the meaneſt dabbler in 
medicine, thinks himſelf able to en- 
counter, it will undoubtedly, un- 
der particular circumſtances, give an 
able practitioner much trouble. 
It is too common an error, I fear, in 
ſurgeons to lay down one general mode 
of cure for the Gonorrhea,” and to per- 
ſevere 
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ſevere too ↄhſtinately therein; whereas, 
there are fe diſeaſes perhaps, where it 
can be done with leſs proprietey. 


I haye before had occafion to obſerve, 
that Lhaye known an obſtinate chordee 


yield to ſmall doſes of mercury, which 
had withſtood the force of opiates, eva- 


(cuations, Nc. 3 ſo lately have, I ſeen the 


happieſt effects from the uſe of the cor: 
tex in the ſame complaint. But ſhould 
I therefore ſay, that the bark was an ex- 


cellent remedy for a chordec? Certainly 


not; but rather, that this, as well as mer- 
cury, muſt uſually, in ſuch caſes, do 
much more hurt than good. 


A gentleman applied to me e lately 


* relief in a very troubleſome chordde, 


which had plagued him long. He had 
loſt blood repeatedly, and in a very con- 
derable quantity, for it: but neither 


evacua- 


| '{ i 5 


evacuations nor opiates (which he had 


taken freely) had produced = good 


effect. He was much reduce, and, 
from the ſtate of his pulſe, 1 judged 


the bark might be of ſervice, if not 


for the chordee, for his general health 
at leaſt: he began therefore taking it 
immediately, and had not continued 
the uſe of it three days, before the 
complaint intirely left him. : 

In this caſe, as well as in thoſe where 
mercury had been uſed, the treatment 
of the patients, previous to their taking 


thoſe medicines, muſt haye contributed 


in no {mall degree to their ſucceſs, and 
haye paved a way towards a cure, tho 
it would not do alone. One perſon 
will not bear evacuations ; . balſamics 
diſagree as much with another; and 
10 on. 


Whilſt 
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Whilſt I am mentioning balſamics, 
I cannot omit to obſerve (though 1 
may ſeem to be departing from my 
purpoſe, which was, not to have entered 
into any examination of the internal 
methods of curing the Gonorrbea that 
I believe very much miſchief is pro- 
duced every day by medicines of 1 8 
claſs. | 
The author of A Review of the 12 
nereal Diſeaſe laments that we have not 
a certain rule for determining, when 
aſtringents and balſamics may be uſed 
with ſafety ; but the balſamum copaibe 
is recommended, as not only a ſafe, but 
almoſt a ſpecific remedy in the clap, by 
a late writer, who directs it to be given 
in the early, or inflammatory ſtate of 


the diſcaſe (* a purge and bleeding be- 


6c ing 
3 5 


% ing qhehiledi in * pehorichabil | 
e habits with coftiveneſs,”) 
Balſamic medicines have hitherto 
been adminiſtered in the virulent G- 
norrbaa with a good deal of care, for 
the moſt part; many of the writers on 
that diſeaſe have mentioned the incon- 
venience and danger attending the uſe 
of them; and every one, who has been 
much converſant in venereal practice, 
muſt be convinced, that the obſerva- 
tions of Airuc, Sydenham,” &c. on this 
ſubject, have been founded on truth. 
That eminent Phyfician “ Doctor 
Fothergil, ſpeaking of balſamic medi- 
eines, ſays; „all the balſamics, ſtrictly 
e fo called, are pungent and acrimo- 
% nious.“ The Doctor enumerates 
many of them, and places the 50. co- 
* Medical Obſervat, and Inquiries, Vol. IV. 
N Paibæ 


pale K. head of the lift, 4 An opi- 
« mon (ſays this author) ſeems to have 
e prevailed univerſally, that theſe 
« oummy, reſinous ſubſtances, exter- 
« nally applied, promoted the healing 
« of wounds and ulcers without excep- 
« tion ; from hence they were ſoon ap- 
„ prehended : to have ſimilar effects in 
« diſeaſes attended with internal ulcer- 
« ations, &c.” The Doctor proceeds 
to examine how far theſe ideas are con- 
ſiſtent with reaſon and experience, and 
plainly proves, (that a free uſe of fuch 
& medicines in young and vigorois con- 
* itution-“ (which, by the bye, are 
ſuch as we for the moſt part have to 
deal with in venereal matters) “' is ex- 
« ceedingly pernicious; and that, 
«« where there is @ tendency to inflam- 
85 wand, medicines ſo powerfully fi- 

„ mulgnt, 


. 


es mulant, and which —— Jave They... 


* effect of quickening the pulſe, . ought 


40 by all means to be avoided.” It may 


poſſibly be urged, that what this inge- 


nious gentleman; has ſaid upon the ſub- 


ject of balſamic medicines, can have no 
reference to the preſent buſineſs ; for 
that the Doctor is ſpeaking only of diſ- 
orders of the lungs: but I am inclined 
to think, the caſe will bold, with this dif- 
ference alone ; that in pulmonary com- 
plaints, the life of the patient, the health 
of the whole man, is at ſtake ; whereas 
in the Gonorrbea that of a part only is 
concerned ; but it is certainly of a moſt 
important part, a part, without the full 


poſſeſſion of which, the life of the man 


is ſcarcely worth the having. 
Hildanus, in a letter to Theod. May- 
erne, of Geneva, (conſulting him upon a 
N22 venereal 


* 


l a . an ſpiritus i 


thinæ in hocce corpore valde biligſo tuto 
exhiberi paſſit? In old perſons, and in 

cold phlegmatie conſtitutions, advan- 
tage will be often derived from the uſe 
of the balſams; but theſe are not the 
moſt: likely * to become our 


patients. 


The author who recommends the 


bal ſi copaibe, confeſſes, that the uſe of 


it is ſometimes attended with inconve- 
niences; for it will „bring over the 
« ſurface of the body, red, inflammatory 
« ſpots, a kind of ſpurious ery ſipelas, 
% accompanied with great heat, thirſt, 
«© and uneafineſs.” How improper 


mult any medicine, capable of producing 


ſuch ſymptoms as theſe, be in the in- 
flammatory ſtage of a Gonorrhœa viru- 
een / but every phyſician knows, that 


{ach 


; 1 93 J 
ſuch ſymptoms are frequently attendant 
| on the uſe 'of moſt of the natural bal- 
\ fams and turpentines, when given to —_ 
patients of a ſanguine habit of ide 5 3 
even in moderate doſes. | — 1 

We might have been added, that a 

dyſury is as frequently the conſequence 1 
of balſamics given in this diſorder. In one 1 
of Mr. Ellis's caſes indeed the circum- ; 
| ſtance does occur; the relation of which 
* caſe, I think, is a much ſtronger re- 
commendation of the author's candor 
and ingenuity, than of his method of 
practice. A few months ſince, I was 
ſent for to a patient, labouring under 
a ſuppreſſion of urine, which had very 
nearly proved fatal. I was informed, 108 4 
that about a fortnight before I ſaw him, 5 9 
he had been attacked with a Gonorr- l 
| * Ellis, p. 35. Caſe IJ. | 1 3 
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a a, for which he had loſt blood once, 


and had taken three doſes of purging 
phyſic on three ſucceeding days. He 
was directed to dilute plentifully, and 
to ſuſpend the ſcrotum, which he had 
done, by means of an handkerchief. He 
had then a bottle of * drops given him, 
of which he was told to take eighty, 


three times in a day; the running, 
which had been in a very conſiderable 


quantity, almoſt diſappeared in a few 
days; but he was ſtill troubled with an 
ardor urinæ, which increaſed upon him, 
rather than grew better. At the endof a 
week from his firſt taking the drops, he 
was ſeized with a ſtrangury; for which, 
he had an emulſion ſent him, and a 
pill to be taken at going to bed; which, 


* Which IT examined, and found to be com- 
poſed of Balſ. Copaibæ and Spir. Lavendulæ. 


from 


n „ 1 


from the patient's account to 


have been an opiate. It was recom- 


mended to him to inereaſe the doſe of | | 


his drops to 100 ; but he grew ſo very 
fick of them, that he could not be pre- 
vailed upon. He had frequent returns 
of his ſtrangury, which ended in an ob- 


ſtinate ſuppreſſion of urine, 

In this condition I found him; be 
was in violent pain, had a great heat and 
thirſt upon him, a conſiderable tenſion 
about the regio pubis, and indeed the 
greater part of the abdomen (not hav- 
ing voided any urine for three days); 


and he had vomited two or three times: 
his pulſe was quick and ftrong ; I bled. 


him freely, gave him an opiate, ordered 
the abdomen to be fomented, and. a 


clyſter to be given. 1 attempted like- 


wile to introduce a Bougie, but with- 
out 


out ſucceſs.) I ſa my patient again 4 
few hours after, and found it neceſſary 
to take away more blood. I ſtaid with 
him about an hour, and then made a 
{ſecond attempt ta procure a paſſage 
into the bladder, which proving ſuceeſs- 
ful, a large quantity of urine (I believe 
not leſs than a gallon) was evacuated, 
and the man recovered. I ſhould not 
omit to mention, that the diſcharge of 
the Gonorrbæa returned again on the 
following day. Can any one doubt of 
the miſchiefs having been produced * 
the balſam in this caſe? "Tre; 3 7 11 

I have mentioned the having ordered 
this man aclyſter. Now in inflammations 
of the bladder, or the neighbouring parts, 
and in ſuppreſſions of urine conſequent 
thereon, when we cannot readily pro- 
cure an evacuation of the fluid, Ene- 
9 mata 
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| gencrally,employed; bur a proper we. 7 
degree of diſtenfion the bladder is — 


1 2 
" 2 


the time; Which ought. to be a material 7 
eqnfideration, with, us. The want of 5 
due attention to thiscircumſtance, in the . 
eaſe I haye juſt recited, was the occa- ; 
fion of much additional and unneceſ- 5 
fary pain to my patient ; and might 
have been attended with very diſ- a 
agreeable conſequences. . 2A 

A neighbour of mine (a ſurgeon) has 
lately told me, that he once tried the b 
balf. opaibe | in the 1 manner preſcribed ; ; * 
but that he had made a patient pay = 


dearly for his curiolity ; baving treat- n 
ed (as he expreſſed himſelf) a poor fel- = 5 5 
low with a couple of buboes. 1 | .—- 
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In this caſe; I learned, that the run» 
ning. diſappeared . in a few days, and 
_ both ſurgeon and patient imagined a 
perſect eure 'was effected: the latter 
however was ſoon convinced of che 
contrary to his coſt, by the appearance 
of a tumor in each "groin, both of 
which advanced to ſuppuration- * 
* gSwelled teſticles are likewiſe fre- 
quently occaſioned by an nn 

of balſamic medicine. 
But though the conſtitution toute 
fuffer no injury from the uſe of them, 
in the cure of the Gonorrhea, it too 
frequently happens, that they lay the 
foundation of complaints in the ure- 
thra ; for at the ſame time that the) y 


ſuppreſ the diſcharge of a Gonorrhea, 


* w 


* Turner, p. 245. Hiſt. VI. Cockburn, p. 239 
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1 

they alfo prevent a proper ſecretion 
of the mucus. Hence it is, that a drib- 
bling of the urine ſo often follows an 
improper uſe of fach medicines ;*ac- 
companĩed very frequently with an 
ardbr urinm in ſome degree. But 
mean not here, to enter further intö the 
fubjeR ; or to enumerate all the incon- 
venlences and miſchiefs that may ariſe | 
from an imprudent uſe of balfamic re 
medies. In as much as the wrethra 
itſelf is often very materially affected 
| by then 1 hope the digreſion I have 
made will not be" ere 9 
nent. e * . 
I hall here take Jeadi of my readers 
for the prefent ; deferring a more clear 
and ſatisfactory illuſtration of the 
ſubje& to a further day; but before I 
lay down my pen, I would juſt beg 
3 leave 
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lere 10 obſerye, wk reſpets to. ins 


jektions; that they may be employed 
with much greater advantage, and (as 


far as the parts themſelves are concern 
ed) with infinitely leſs hazard, upon wo- 


men than upon men.—Liquors which 
no prudent man would. think of injec». 
ing into the yrethra may be thrown up 
the vagina without any degree of dan- 


ger. I have repcatedly uſed fublimate | 


injections here with great ſueceſs: but 
what I haye ſaid in the general as to the 
Gonorrhes | in men, muſt be allowed to 
hold as to the ſame diſeaſe 1 in women; 


ſo that if the inflammation runs high, 


or any other ſymptoms occur, that may. 
forbid the uſe of injections ; it will be 


neceſſary to keep an eyeupon all the cau- ; 


tions before given on that head. 
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